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I. Civil Society Participants 

NAME ORGANIZATION TITLE COUNTRY 
Adriano Timossi Global South Issues Consultant   
Anila Rehman  ICMC Policy Intern Switzerland 
Alanna Ryan ICMC Policy Associate Switzerland 
Aida Ashouri  MRI Intern Switzerland 
Alex Ong Migrant Care Country Rep Malaysia 
Ana Leurinda Contract with MRI;  

Culture for Afroindigenous 
Solidarity; 
CONGO Board Member 

Interpreter (Engish-
Spanish) for MRI 

Switzerland 

Arielle Wagenknecht International Federation of 
University Women 

UN representative Switzerland 

BŽrŽnice Schramm Contract with MRI Interpreter (English-
French) 

Switzerland 

Catherine Tactaquin  NNIRR/MRI Executive Director, 
NNIRR / Steering 
Committee member 
MRI 

US 

Chang-Geun Lee  KCTU International Executive 
Director 

Korea 

Colin Rajah  NNIRR/MRI Coordinator of the 
International Migrant 
Rights Program 

US 

Conchita Poncini International Federation of 
University Women / 
CONGO 

Coordinator of UN / 
ILO representative 

Switzerland 

Debayani Kar  MFA, TIGRA  India 
Ellene Sana Center for Migrant 

Advocacy / MFA 
Executive Director Philippines 

EmelŽrio Ilao Migrante Gen• ve Secretary general Switzerland 
Fe Jusay  RESPECT-Europe Coordinator Netherlands 
Floriana Polito Caritas Internationalis International Delegate   
Gabriela Liguori  CAREF  Argentina 
Genevieve Gencianos  PSI  Philippines 
Gotzon Onandia  Refugee and Migrants Amnesty International  



Zarrabe Rights 
Helle Stenum  MiXeurope Chair Denmark 
Hillary Kabak  MRI intern Intern US 
Jacquelin Kataneksza International Federation of 

University Women 
Intern Switzerland 

John Bingham  ICMC Policy Director Switzerland 
Kim KangJeung PSI   
Kyungsook Lee  JCMK  Korea 
Malu Padilla  Global Society Foundation Bureau manager Netherlands 
Mamadou Goita  Institut de Recherche et 

de Promotion de 
Alternatives en 
DŽveloppement Ð IRPAD 

Executive Director Mali 

Manfred Bergmann  CADI/MRI President, CADI;  
Steering committee 
member, MRI 

Italy 

Margaret Healy  KALYAAN  UK 
Maria Jose Moreno 
Molinero 

Movimiento por la Paz director of legal 
assistance for 
immigrants 

Spain 

Marie dÕAuchamp  December 18 Geneva Liaison Officer Switzerland 
Mariette Grange International Council on 

Human Rights Policy 
External Relations 
Coordinator 

Switzerland 

Mary Johnson  HR Advocates Human Rights Intern US 
Cheng Ningning China Care and 

Compassion Society 
Deputy Secretary 
General 

China 

Naomi Onaga  MRI International 
Coordinator 

 

Nonoi Hacbang Commission for Filipino 
Migrant Workers & 
Platform of Filipino Migrant 
Orgs in Europe 

Director, Commission 
for Filipino Migrant 
Workers & 
Coordinator, Platform 
of Filipino Migrant 
Orgs in Europe 

Netherlands 

Randi Tevik  PSI  Norway 
Sajida Ally University of Sussex Doctoral student on 

health of MDWs 
UK 

Silvana Mastromatteo MIREDES, Domestique 
workers 6 

President, Switzerland Switzerland 

Turkan Karakurt  FES Director Germany 
William Gois Migrant Forum in Asia / 

MRI 
Regional Coordinator, 
MFA; 
Chair, Migrants Rights 
International Steering 
Committee 

Philippines 

Wol-san Liem  Migrants Trade Union / 
KCTU 

International Solidarity 
Coordinator 

Korea 

QuingJun Wu Tibetan Culture Comm Member China 
Yenny Hurtado Sindicato Nacional de 

Trabajadoras del Hogar 
(SINTRASEDOM) 
(Colombia) / Latin 
American coalition of 
Domestic Workers / MRI 

President, 
SINTRASEDOM; 
member of steering 
committee, MRI 

Colombia 

 



 
II. Presentation of MRI’s Proposal for GFMD Civil Society Activities (William, 
MFA) 
 

¥ Governments have put much effort into designing and preparing for the GFMD; civil society 
must also put thought into how to engage 

¥ GFMD is important as it only existing global arena to discuss migrant workers 
¥ Parallel event will be necessary to broaden space for this discussion 
¥ The hosting of the 2nd GFMD by the Philippine government in Manila poses a unique opportunity 

for few reasons: 
o Many CSOs are active in Philippines especially in Manila 
o Philippines is a major labor sending country, with large amount of remittances incoming 
o Philippine government has created space for discussion at GFMD to include human 

rights, as well as creating somewhat more space for CSOs  
o Philippine civil society is ripe for helping organize something like this on a global scale, 

as their networks have done before around the Hong Kong WTO and ASEAN meetings 
¥ Civil society discussions regarding how to engage the 2nd GFMD are underway both in the 

Philippines by local groups and internationally by MRI affiliates 
¥ Proposed structure for parallel civil society events around the 2nd GFMD would include: 

o Ahead of the GFMD, individual groups and networks would undertake activities from 22-
26 October 

o MFA will convene its bi-annual Regional Conference on Migration back to back with the 
official civil society days of the GFMD 

o ICMC may conduct regional consultations leading into GFMD 
o 27-30 October will see convergence of civil society activities such that groups are 

undertaking programs together 
¥ Local civil society in Manila have already mapped out physical venues of parallel events 
¥ A Filipino organizing committee for these activities has already been formed (different from the 

official GFMD local host committee) 
¥ As of yet, nothing concrete regarding the contents or program of the parallel events has been 

defined; this requires wider input 
¥ Future GFMDs may enable even less space for civil society engagement, therefore we must 

carve out our own space in Manila 
 
III. Discussion 
 
Discussion was freeflowing but most comments can be categorized in the following groups: 

A. Joint civil society position paper 
B. Participation and representation issues 
C. Communication 
D. Regional and national consultations  / Preparatory activities 
E. Strategy issues 
F. Content / Goals of Parallel event 
G. Process / Coordination for official and civil society processes 

 
The following are a list of comments made during the strategy session, grouped into these categories. 
Some comments repeat below, because they are relevant to more than one category.  

 
A. JOINT CIVIL SOCIETY POSITION PAPER 
 



¥ Prior to GFMD parallel events, will be important to come together with joint positions on 
migration, recognizing that there is a diversity of opinions but that there are some common 
positions (Genevieve) 

¥ Position paper has to be short (Genevieve) 
¥ Trade unions are already planning meetings to discuss joint positions before the GFMD 

(Genevieve) 
¥ A position paper would be the outcome of such preparatory exercises; perhaps different sectors 

can develop position papers regarding their specific sector (Malu) 
¥ Paper could outline our plan for joint action on migration (Malu) 
¥ RESPECT-Europe for instance already has a position paper on migrant domestic workers (Fe) 
¥ At 1st GFMD groups only joint position was the open letter to Ban Ki Moon; though this was not 

even able to be signed by many groups since was done very quickly with no time for groups to 
check with their constituents before signing. For the 2nd GFMD would be good to have a joint 
position paper prepared in advance, perhaps even ready by July to circulate in multiple 
languages and use as a call to action; groups who will not be able to attend in October would 
then still feel that their voices are represented by this paper (Cathi) 

¥ Joint position paper from civil society could be used for this lobbying effort (Mariette) 
¥ If group is serious about putting together an international position paper, it is important to get the 

process underway quickly (Sajida) 
¥ Focus of such a position paper should be around human rights, the UN migrants convention, etc 

(Sajida) 
¥ Need to ensure linkages between grassroots and international activities in preparation for the 

2nd GFMD, including in the process of crafting position papers (Sajida) 
¥ Migrant self-organisations in Europe will be developing their position paper on GFMD through 

their consultation and will participate in the development of the proposed Joint Civil Society 
Position Paper. (Nonoi) 

 
B. PARTICIPATION / REPRESENTATION ISSUES 
 
¥ A challenge for European groups will be the funding required to take migrants in Europe to the 

Philippines (Fe) 
¥ Also important to think about how to support undocumented migrant workers, both to participate 

and to address their concerns (Fe) 
¥ The online consultation process will provide one method of soliciting the participation of those 

who cannot go to Manila for the GFMD (William) 
¥ Important for trade unions to be active in preparations around the GFMD (Chang-Geun) 
¥ Important to recognize all interested groups are working together Ð should not be dividing 

ourselves solely by who are migrants versus who are advocating on behalf of migrants 
(Mamadou) 

¥ Need strong commitments from government to allow civil society to be involved; African groups 
especially are being left out of these forums so far (Mamadou) 

¥ Self-representation at the parallel events will be important, especially by Burmese refugees and 
migrant domestic workers (Alex) 

¥ Migrant-led groups do play a different role than migrant advocacy groups, so is important to 
recognize this; important to enable migrants to voice their rights for themselves (Wol-san) 

¥ Outreach to undocumented workers and migrant domestic workers in this process will be 
necessary (Sajida) 

¥ Important to recognize need for wider participation of Latin Americans and Africans in these civil 
society spaces. MRI committed to this. The two Latin Americans and one African person here 
are there through MRI (Naomi) 

 



C. COMMUNICATION 
 
¥ Methods to expand communication are important; online consultation may not have wide 

enough participation due both to obstacle of technology and also language (Mamadou) 
¥ Past parallel events had set up for language translation, and will need to create multilingual 

space this time as well (Cathi) 
¥ ICMC will be creating a website for use by civil society around the GFMD, and beyond; may 

emphasize one or two important migration topics such as migrant domestic workers (John) 
¥ Establishment of a listserv to enable civil society preparing for the GFMD to keep in contact with 

each other will be important (Sajida) 
 

D. REGIONAL & NATIONAL CONSULTATIONS / PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES 
 
¥ Regional discussions facilitated by the official GFMD process are necessary, but Philippine 

government and Ayala Foundation have said no to this; ICMC plans to carry out its own regional 
consultations to ensure that multiple voices are brought into the process (John) 

¥ Preparatory activities in lead up to 2nd GFMD are important, because not everyone will be able 
to physically go to Manila.  

¥ As part of the preparation for the GFMD civil society parallel event, migrant organisations 
(Platform of Filipino Migrant Organisations in Europe, ENCEMO (Moroccan), Africa Roots 
Movement (ARM) and Latin American migrant organizations) are initiating a consultation 
process on migrant positions on the GFMD and plan to co-organise a Workshop in Manila. A 
particular concern of migrant organisations is the push factor arising from Trade policy (WTOs 
and FTAs) and its impact on Migration and Development. (Nonoi) 

¥ National level activities in preparation for the 2nd GFMD will be important in assisting wider 
participation in the activities and in helping to develop national level position papers on 
migration and development; discussion should therefore not only be restricted to parallel event 
at the GFMD itself (Kyungsook) 

¥ Preparatory work should be done at local and national levels to ensure greater migrant 
community participation in GFMD-related activities; such processes should be put in place to 
enable vulnerable migrant community participation (Margaret) 

¥ Philippine groups are moving forward with consultations on each major island in the Philippines 
to solicit input on the GFMD (Ellene) 

¥ Ayala Foundation will work with these consultations such that their selection of 30 Filipino CSOs 
to participate in the official civil society day of the 2nd GFMD will be chosen from the participants 
of these local consultations (Ellene) 

¥ Ultimately the local consultations across the Philippines will go beyond the terms of what Ayala 
FoundationÕs engagement would be with civil society; for instance while the roundtable themes 
will be discussed, additional relevant concerns will also be addressed (Ellene) 

¥ The Philippine consultations will result in a country position paper (Ellene) 
¥ MFA is planning to help convene eight national level consultations across Asia like the one in 

the Philippines to gather input regarding the official GFMD roundtable themes but also widening 
beyond those to additional relevant concerns. These consultations will assist countries in 
coming up with national position papers on migration and development. Unions, private sector, 
local government, academia, and of course CSOs will be part of this multi-stakeholder process 
for the national consultations (William) 

¥ Direct lobbying in country capitals and ministries should be part of preparatory process; this is 
where the decisions will be made prior to official GFMD meetings (Mariette) 

¥ IOM and ILO should be contacted in CSO preparations for the 2nd GFMD (Conchita) 
¥ Need to ensure linkages between grassroots and international activities in preparation for the 

2nd GFMD, including in the process of crafting position papers (Sajida) 



¥ IOM and ILO should be contacted in CSO preparations for the 2nd GFMD (Conchita) 
 
E. STRATEGY ISSUES 
 
¥ Direct lobbying of governments should also be part of civil society strategy around the GFMD; 

already the Mexican government has agreed to meet with civil society; another opportunity 
might be to take government officials to see migrant communities and economic development 
projects (William) 

¥ There is a question about whether there is even very much time left to effectively influence the 
official civil society process, but is necessary to try (John) 

¥ At 1st GFMD there was criticism by the official GFMD that civil society did not have concrete 
proposals; a site visit to see migrant projects might be a good way to challenge this notion 
(John) 

¥ Outcome of parallel event should be agreement around specific next actions to take; for 
instance will be important to keep the 3rd GFMD in Greece in mind (John) 

¥ Important for civil society to maintain focus on parallel event since have little control over the 
official civil society day (Nonoi) 

¥ Direct lobbying in country capitals and ministries should be part of preparatory process; this is 
where the decisions will be made prior to official GFMD meetings (Mariette) 

¥ Important to recognize the GFMD is not the only forum at which to engage around migration and 
development (William and Sajida) 

¥ Important to engage with range of agencies, events in lead up to 2nd GFMD to ensure human 
rights is being injected into each forum (Conchita) 

¥ Civil society may want to participate in the conference on women and migration to be held in 
September in Manila (Conchita) 

¥ Other than Mexico, need to determine what other governments are sympathetic (Turkan) 
¥ Need to have lobbying strategies tailored to differing interests of sending, receiving 

governments and those that are both (Turkan) 
¥ Important to come to an agreement on what are the points of engagement with the official 

process versus what are the points of critique (Wol-san) 
 

F. CONTENT / GOALS OF PARALLEL EVENT 
 
¥ There have been some incremental gains in the GFMD process; human rights is now within the 

roundtable themes and the CSO day has doubled to two (John) 
¥ Focus on migrant domestic workers should also be maintained at parallel events (Nonoi) 
¥ Will be important in the parallel events to link migrantsÕ agenda with related issues such as 

trade, development and human rights; for instance invoking similar connections as were made 
during the Hong Kong WTO ministerial (Nonoi) 

¥ RESPECT-Europe and CFMW working to make linkages across networks in lead up to 2nd 
GFMD (Nonoi) 

¥ Undocumented migrants and labor rights should be addressed during parallel events (Wol-san) 
¥ Parallel events will provide space both for self-organized activities by groups but also for 

converging joint activities by groups (Colin) 
¥ It is important to push for the role of the UN and UN General Assembly in the GFMD; it is a 

severe problem that GFMD has been taken out of the UN with human rights disregarded; a 
resolution in the GA asking the body to look at migration and to link GFMD to the UN could be 
important (Mariette) 

¥ Need to challenge the notion of circular migration, and ignorance by governments of human 
rights as part of civil society activities (Manfred) 



¥ Need to bring in reality of what migrants are facing in their daily lives, and shift discussion away 
from economic accountancy towards peopleÕs holistic well-being (Manfred) 

¥ Media will ignore the GFMD so will need to come up with other ways to get the word out 
(Manfred) 

¥ There has yet to be a World Conference on Migration, and that is a concern (Manfred) 
¥ Want to focus on qualitatively improving our engagement as civil society at the 2nd GFMD 

(Manfred) 
 
G. SPECIFIC ISSUES / VIOLATIONS OF MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS 
  
¥ Need involvement of trade unions. Extrajudicial killings are taking place of union activists in the 

Philippines and this should be addressed (Chang-Geun) 
¥ Discussions around international processes are a bit disjointed from the on the ground realities 

faced by groups working to uphold migrantsÕ rights; for instance, discussions around the GFMD 
may not have much impact on the problem of the RELA quasi-governmental body carrying out 
abuses against migrants in Malaysia (Alex) 

¥ International solidarity is thus needed to combat an institution such as RELA; Migrant Care 
invites international observers to come to Malaysia to investigate these abuses (Alex) 

 
H.  PROCESS AND COORDINATION OF/WITH OFFICIAL AND CIVIL SOCIETY PROCESSES 
 
¥ Important to be clear who will be talking to Ayala Foundation on behalf of civil society to ensure 

civil society interests are accurately heard and represented (Turkan)  
¥ Need to determine what the process for overall civil society engagement both with the official 

process and in coordinating the parallel events will be (Turkan) 
¥ Important to engage with range of agencies, events in lead up to 2nd GFMD to ensure human 

rights is being injected into each forum (Conchita) 
¥ Philippine local civil society committee has been in touch with Philippine government and Ayala 

Foundation to gather information regarding what is being planned (Ellene) 
¥ While we recognize that civil society preparations are not as advanced as government 

preparations for the 2nd GFMD, it is important to recognize what civil society has been doing and 
think about how to consolidate all our varied activities (William) 

¥ MFA has been invited to be on the Advisory Group of the official civil society day and will work 
to influence the official process through that role (William) 

¥ ICMC will be sending a letter with concerns, suggestions to the Ayala Foundation; perhaps 
different groups could sign that letter (John) 

¥ MRI is helping the coordination of these activities as thus far during HLD and 1st GFMD they 
were the only network creating space for parallel civil society activities alongside the official 
meetings (Colin) 

¥ Need to be careful that groups are accountable to each other and transparent in the decision-
making around points of action as well as in taking next steps; donÕt want only handful of groups 
undertaking bulk of the preparatory work with all other groups simply attending and/or signing-
on 

 
IV. Common Action Points from Strategy Session 
 

¥ Drafting of a joint position paper, with an inclusive process to develop this paper; there may be 
sectorally-focused position papers coming from those sectors involved in particular issues 

¥ Series of regional and national level multi-stakeholder consultations, including especially what is 
already being planned by MFA in Asia (William from MFA will share further details of these 
consultations), with resulting country position papers 



¥ Parallel events at 2nd GFMD will be organized such that there are self-organized activities by 
individual groups, networks from 22-26 October and then joint converging activities from 27-30 
October 

¥ Activities will also be organized in individual countries, to ensure wider participation beyond who 
can come to Manila 

¥ These activities should all be addressing those issues being ignored by official forums, such as 
circular migration and official notions around development 

¥ Civil society groups will work harder to improve communication between and among ourselves, 
towards preparing for the 2nd GFMD, recognizing especially that technology and language can 
provide barriers to our effective communication. Communication should widen beyond who we 
are already talking to 

¥ MRI will set up temporary listserv in lead up to 2nd GFMD to enable communication among civil 
society, such that people can share details regarding preparatory activities; people can also 
contribute to MRI newsletter to disseminate information 

¥ Notes from this 2nd GFMD strategy session will be circulated for approval then sent out 
¥ ICMCÕs website will create another point of joint communication; will be launched in June or 

July, and will be functioning beyond the 2nd GFMD 
¥ December 18Õs online consultation is another point of communication 

 
[These common points of action are the summary of comments made at this strategy session, but not 
every organization has necessarily agreed with every comment made or with every point of action] 
 
 
 


